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TORONTO, ONTARIO – Apr. 22, 2014 – The Global City Indicators Facility is proud to 

announce Microsoft as a Platinum sponsor for the Global Cities Summit in Toronto.  The Summit 

will convene global leaders from the world’s cities, businesses, UN and other international 

agencies, universities, and planning and design practices, on May 15th and 16th in Toronto, 

Canada.  The Summit will be an opportunity for cities and their partners to learn, share, and 

exchange experiences across a wide spectrum of big ideas and innovative solutions for cities. 

 

In 2013, Microsoft launched CityNext, a global initiative to empower cities, businesses and 

citizens to re-imagine their futures and cultivate vibrant communities.  Microsoft’s people-

centered approach to building “smart cities” using technology, data analytics and social 

networks complements the Global Cities Summit theme Getting on Track: Sustainable & Inclusive 

Prosperity for Cities. 

 

Globally standardized urban metrics are providing city leaders with the comparative 

knowledge needed to build more sustainable and prosperous futures. 

 

The Global City Indicators Facility also announces the following partners on its initial roster of 

sponsors: 

 Government of Ontario 

 University of Toronto  

 Philips 

 Siemens 

 Stikeman Elliott LLP 



 City of Toronto 

 John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design - University of Toronto 

 Faculty of Political Science – University of Toronto 

 

Plenary and panel sessions will focus on a number of topics including: city data, ISO 

international standards for cities, smart cities, urban resilience, mobility, competitiveness, 

governance, and more.   

 

Featured Panels:  

 Sustainable + Inclusive Prosperity for Cities 

 Global Standards for Global Cities: The Changing World of International Standards for 

Cities 

 Smart + Sustainable Cities: Innovations, Opportunities, and Partnerships 

 Globally Networked Urbanism: Planning + Design for Well-Being 

 Building Resilience + Overcoming Risk: Infrastructure Solutions + City Metabolism 

 The Cities Panel: City Data for Informed Decision Making 

 Governing the World's Cities: Building More Equitable + Inclusive Societies 

 

The Global Cities Summit will feature an Innovations Marketplace (trade exhibit) showcasing 

an exclusive number of leading innovators with sustainable and cutting-edge solutions for cities. 

 

The Global Cities Summit positions Toronto as a leader in standardized metrics and innovative 

solutions for cities. 

 

For more information about the Summit and its sponsors, please visit the Summit website at:  

http://globalcitiessummit.com/Home.aspx 

  

About the Facility: 

 

The Global Cities Summit is presented by the Global City Indicators Facility, in partnership with 

the University of Toronto. Launched in 2008, the Global Cities Indicators Facility (GCIF) responds 

to the urgent need for a globally standardized set of city indicators. The GCIF hosts a network 

over 250 member cities across 81 countries and provides a globally standardized system for 

data collection that allows for comparative knowledge and learning across cities globally. 
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