
 
TOTAL GROSS SQUARE FOOTAGE   1,745,735 SF

DIMENSIONS:     
.Length      2,250 ft  (0.4 mile)
.Width       373 ft
.Height      78 ft

NUMBER OF LEVELS:     6

TOTAL PARKING SPACES/AREA:   4,411 / 1,795,000 SF

PARKING BY VEHICLE TYPE:
.Car (standard)     4,308 spaces
.Non Emissions Vehicle (NEV)   100
.Airport Shuttle Bus     3

TOTAL LEASABLE AREA:    906,000 SF

(read more...)

TIME TABLES

Mi Officina e 
Su Officina: 
The Sharing 
Economy 
Works Here 

 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — When 
Paul Brighton quit CA 
Technologies last year after its 
acquisition by Google Security 
(the subsidiary formerly 
known as the NSA), the serial 
entrepreneur figured he 
would launch his new startup 
DeadDrop somewhere in the 
vicinity of Google’s New York 
headquarters in Chelsea. 
He did, but Brighton was 
surprised to discover He did, 
but Brighton was surprised to 
discover would launch his new 
startup DeadDrop somewhere 
in the vicinity of Google’s New 
York headquarters in Chelsea. 
He did, but Brighton was 
surprised to discover He did 
(read more...)

AN EMPIRE  
STATE OF MIND 

JANUARY 16, 2031 — It started as joke. When Victor Gruen, the 
Austrian architect best known for being the father of the shopping 
mall, began to plan for what is now Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides, 
he complained to an aide that “suburbia has no equivalent of the 
Empire State Building — no icon to call its own.” 

Sixty years later, one has been realized. Literally. RP&R has become 
iconic in its own right, thanks both to its shape — a pair of Empire 
State Buildings lying on their sides — and to its blimp, from which 
the outline of the buildings is visible. The blimp also started as a 
joke — one recalling the zeppelins that briefly moored at the famed 
tower’s Observation Deck.

Gruen and his partners’ vision has proved to be as relevant today 
as it was forward-thinking at the time, said Sherman Rogers, 
executive director of the RP&R Association, which manages the 
facility. “Together, they produce a pair of gigantic public open 
spaces, one filled with ‘parks’ and one with ‘rides,’” he said. “It’s 
only fitting they resemble the Empire State Building at rest. After 
all, Long Island is where Manhattan goes to relax.”  (read more...)

MANHATTAN 
TRANSFER

JANUARY 16, 2031 — It 
started as joke. When Victor 
Gruen, the Austrian architect 
best known for being the 
father of the shopping mall, 
began to plan for what is now 
Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides, 
he complained to an aide that 
“suburbia has no equivalent 
of the Empire State Building 
— no icon to call its own.” 
her of the shopping mall, 
began to plan for what is now 
Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides, 
he complained to an aide that 
“suburbia has no equivalent  
(read more...)

WORD FIND

20 WORDS TO FIND:
 
COWORKING
NEV
CRICKET
TRIPCHAIN
LAYOVER
FAMILYACTIVITYCENTER
LEISUREGATEWAY
MANHATTANTRANSFER
KINGKONG
RONKONKOMA
SUFFOLKCOUNTY
EXCESSCAPACITY
SALELEASEBACK
DESTINATION
LIRR
DOUBLETRACK
ZEPPELIN
OFFPEAK
NEWPARKAVENUE
RAZZLEDAZZLE
LONGISLANDDUCKLING

DESIGN TEAM Q&A
Your design recalls the Empire State Building, inserting “a slice of 
Manhattan’s energy, density and intensity into Long Island.” How 
does your proposal reflect the changing relationship between city 
and suburbs? Why would we want to inject a piece of Manhattan into 
the ‘burbs?

RS: Many recent studies of the travel habits of those dwelling in 
the outlying regions of cities indicate that they are increasingly 
choosing to also work in those same or nearby peripheral areas, 
rather than adopting the traditional suburb-to-center commuting 
pattern. This is due of course to the increased cost of gas and 
(read more...)

THE RONKONKOMA PARKS  
AND RIDES TEAM
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Gerry Giosa (parking)

WEBSITE DESIGNED BY:
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THIS TERMINAL TRANSPORTS YOU
    

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Sixty years ago, Ronkonkoma Station was a train stop surrounded by parking 
lots. That was before the Long Island Expressway reached Islandia, before the main terminal opened at 
MacArthur Airport, and before an upstart Suffolk County official had to transform its massive park-and-ride 
lot into Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides, leveraging the train stop into what’s immodestly been described as 
Long Island’s Grand Central Terminal.

Today, as RP&R turns fifteen, more than a hundred trains leave for the city and back on weekdays, carrying 
commuters and airport. From there, they have the option of driving, riding, cycling, or lingering a bit in the 
second largest shopping and entertainment destination on Long Island.   (read more...)

LOW FARE 
SOUTHWEST
FLIGHT
NY > LA

Art & 
Wine 
Storage
$100 PER WEEK
RONKONKOMA STORAGE

Drive
zipcars 
from
$9.50/hour

BLIMP 
RIDES
blimprides.com

NEV CAR
PICK-UP/

DROP-OFF 
SERVICE

10%
discount for 

seniors

TECHNOLOGY

R SQUARED 
BRINGS CAR-,  
RIDE- AND BIKE-
SHARING TO 
RONKONKOMA 

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Maybe 
you can’t get there from here, 
but your smartphone knows 
the way. R Squared (which 
stands for “Ronkonkoma 
Rides”) launches Monday 
with a monthly all-in-one 
car-sharing, ride-sharing, and 
bike-sharing pass for $500. 
Members may also rent out 
their own cars through the 
service, in what’s known as 
“peer-to-peer” car-sharing.  
service, in what’s known as 
“peer-to-peer” car-sharing.  
service, in what’s known as 
“peer-to-peer” car-sharing.  
service, in what’s known as 
“peer-to-peer” car-sharing.  

(read more...)

While You Were Sleeping: LIRR 
Finds Freight is Great

 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — At midnight, the 3-D printers arrive on the 
parking decks of Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides, each the size of the 
tractor-trailers hauling them. Until dawn, when the commuters 
return, R&P is a factory, fabricating replacement parts for the 
planes parked next door; carving furniture from single blocks of 
wood, and printing orders for Amazon A.M., the e-tailer’s (literally) 
overnight delivery service.  (read more...)

BUSINESS

LIRR 
MINDS 
THE GAP

 

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Only 
a few years ago, New York’s 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority thought it was 
a transit agency. That was 
before mayor Mortimer 
Zuckerman decided it should 
also be a real estate developer 
in the world’s wealthiest city. 

The MTA receives roughly $1 
billion per year in tax revenue 
on real estate transactions 
in the city, a figure that 
fluctuates with the economy. 
After running budget deficits 
since 2013, the agency is 
moving aggressively to 
capture the value in location 
near transit stops, aping a 
strategy pioneered in Tokyo 
and Hong Kong.  (read more...)

MARKET 
CAPTURE: A 
MATTER OF 
MONEY…..AND 
IMAGINATION 

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Forest 
City Enterprises CEO Bruce 
Ratner frequently describes 
Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides as 
“the Grand Central Terminal 
of Long Island,” but maybe 
a more apt comparison is 
Cleveland’s Terminal Tower, 
which contains Forest City’s 
headquarters. When the 
company won the bid to 
developRP&R in 2016, it faced 
the familiar challenge of 
transforming a rail station into 
a hub of mixed uses.  
(read more...)

Tickets to  
Upcoming

Cricket
Games

call the ticket office:
425. 523. 5281

EDITORIALS

A Layover to (Almost) Love
     

JANUARY 16, 2031 — When passengers land at Las Vegas’ McCarran 
International Airport, slot machines practically greet them on the 
runway. The terminal is filled with signs for casinos, nightlife, and 
entertainment. You haven’t just arrived at your destination — you’ve 
arrived.

What does it mean to arrive on Long Island? No one has put much 
thought into it until now. But when passengers start landing next 
month at Surf Air’s new temporary terminal on the north side of 
the airfield, buses, cargo bikes, and neighborhood electric vehicles 
(NEVs) will be waiting to ferry them to the Ronkonkoma Parks & 
Rides hub.

There, before renting a car, catching a train, or heading home, 
passengers can taste wines from the North Fork’s vineyards at Vino 
Volo; sample produce from local farms at the farmer’s market, and 
purchase tickets to area attractions like  (read more...)

A DAY IN 
THE LIFE OF 
RONKONKOMA 
PARKS & RIDES

 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — At 5 AM 
last Friday, the early birds catch 
an open elliptical machine 
at Crunch before their fellow 
commuters arrive an hour 
later to work off New Year’s 
resolutions. While they gaze 
out the windows at parking 
spaces beginning to fill, Tom 
Harbes opens his family’s farm   
(read more...)

MOTEL
ROOMS
AT $60 
A NIGHT

motels.com

JONES WINS SECOND CONSECUTIVE 
RP&R TRIATHLON

Jordan Jones had built a comfortable lead by the final laps of the 
14th annual Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides Triathlon, and he needed 
it after crashing into the wall of Empire State Park’s go-cart track. 
Jones separated his shoulder after taking a turn too wide near 
the end of the 40-kilometer (24.8-mile) cycling portion, which 
snakes up and down through the nearly half-mile long structure, 
before finishing with a dozen laps around the track before cheering 
spectators.  (read more...)

SPORTS

LIU Caps 
Cricket 
Cinderella 
Story With 
a Rout of 
Harvard

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Long 
Island University defeated 
Harvard Friday night to 
capture its first Home & Away 
Championship in cricket, 
capping a ten-year rise from 
obscurity to the pinnacle 
of the American College 
Cricket standings. Playing 
at their home-away-from-
home at Wicket Stadium at 
Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides.  
(read more...)

BIG SOFT ORANGE  
(CAR RALLY)

Essit contelu dactantem eortest 
vilicae ssulare, nuncus facervi 
tieris fuis Cat, condacere, quo 
vem hocaude feritan timilii 
pat, nocrimm orunum sus 
publi sedo, nos es ad iae, uteri 
publien ationdeo iliu vesta, 
Ti. Sp. Satuitum depopubliam 
publisque fac moeriptia nostrum, 
nocam unum esilic  Essit contelu 
dactantem eortest vilicae ssulare, 
nuncus facervi tieris fuis Cat, 
condacere, quo vem hocaude 
feritan timilii pat, nocrimm 
orunum sus publi sedo, nos es 
ad iae, uteri publien ationdeo 
iliu vesta, Ti. Sp. Satuitum 
depopubliam publisque fac 
moeriptia nostrum, nocam unum 
esilic  

BY THE NUMBERS

Size Matters: 
Drive Through 
to Drive 
Through

 
 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — What 
if you were to combine 
the physical footprints of 
Times Square, Coney Island, 
Rockefeller Center, Lincoln 
Center, and Chelsea Piers? 
The answer is Ronkonkoma 
Parks & Rides — but only if 
you threw in another Chelsea 
Market.  (read more...)

CLASSIFIEDS

JOBS

BAR TENDERS EARN SOME CASH!!!- 
HIRING IN LAKE GROVE
1 hour ago • Lake Grove, NY  
~3 mi. > Jobs
Company: Retail Business 
Development. Company 
Description: Retail Business 
Development (RBD), a leading 
provider of outsourced retail 
management, staffing & 
training for the wireless and 
telecommunications retail 
industries, is bringing Vonage 
communications solutions to 
your area! 

SOFTWARE ENGINEER / JAVA 
DEVELOPER (MELVILLE, NY)
1 hour ago • Melville, NY ~5 mi. 
> Technology Jobs
Company: BryceNet, Inc.. 
Company Description: Well 
Established, Successful 
Financial
Services Firm Job Description: 
Software Engineer / Java 
Developer (Melville, NY) 
Overview:
Will have solid experience/
knowledge working with Java, 
WebSphere, J2EE, HTML, CSS,
JSP, JavaScript, Web Services, 
SOAP, XML, JSF, SQL, Oracle, 
Linux, XSLT, AJAX, J2ME,
J2SE, Programming Mobile 
devices, Windows, and Linux...

QUALITY ASSRANCE INSPECTOR - 
3RD SHIFT
2 hours ago • Bayport, NY ~7 
mi. > Skilled Trade Jobs
Quality Assrance Inspector - 3rd 
Shift Job Type:Contract Job 
Location:BAYPORT New York
Job Description: Our client, 
now over 3 decades old, is the 
largest nutritional supplement
manufacturer and distributor in 
the country. They employ over 
14,000 associates worldwide.
They have manufacturing, 
packaging, warehouse, 
distribution and administration 
facilities
throughout the United States 
and Canad...
www.manhattanjobs.com/job.

FOR SALE

CUTE AND ADORABLE TEACUP 
Y.O.R.K.I.E PUPPIES AVAILABLE
for Xmas TEXT ON  
(701) 317-7784.......
Dec 17 - Suffolk : Holtsville

OVERBUST CORST
find our corsets in New York 
* High quality 100% Polyester 
Satin Corset, fully lined inside. 
* Genuine Steel Boned Corset, 
made for serious t...
$68.99
Dec 13 - Suffolk : Holtsville

X-MASS HOME TRAINED MALTESE 
PUPPIES AVAILABLE
MALTESE PUPPIES ... my sister 
left country so i need to find 
new home for them 12weeks old 
not fix 4 lb call or text me if you
interesting at (21...
$250.00
Dec 9 - Suffolk : Holtsville

BUY HP REMANUFACTURED CE401X 
PRINTER INK CARTRIDGES
for $115.99
HP remanufactured high yield 
cyan CE401X toner cartridge 
are available from $115.99. Our 
remanufactured cartridges are
available for both toners ...
$115.99
Dec 4 - Suffolk : Stony Brook

HOLIDAY SHOPPING BOUTIQUE AND 
FUNDRAISER
Holiday Shopping Boutique 
and Fundraiser to Benefit 
Brookhaven
Animal Shelter, and Paws Unite 
People Animal Rescue. MANY
vendors: Avon, Tastefull...

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM LOCKETS! 
GREAT GIFTS!
Glass lockets have been around 
since the 1800’s. South Hill 
Designs make beautiful ones 
with Swarovski crystals! With 
over 400 charms to choo...
Dec 2 - Suffolk : Medford

USED CARS

2008 FORD EXPLORER
Eddie Bauer Ronkonkoma, NY
Fuel Consumption: City:
13 mpg, Fuel Consumption: 
Highway: 19 mpg, Remote, 
digital keypad power door 
locks, Power window...
$12,495 102,000 N/A miles

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA SE
Ronkonkoma, NY  
Cold Air intake system installed 
and borla mufflers. Car sounds 
real sharp and very good 
condition.
$10,495 123,767 N/A miles

2005 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Ronkonkoma, NY
Great looking truck,8 foot
bed, runs and looks 
excellent,ready to make
money with this truck,call
for more info info!!
$7,595 86,421 N/A miles

2002 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT
Ronkonkoma, NY
Fuel Consumption: City:
19 mpg, Fuel Consumption: 
Highway: 23 mpg, Front 
Ventilated disc brakes, 
Passenger Airbag, Casse...
$5,995 87,901 N/A miles

2004 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER
Ronkonkoma, NY
Fuel Consumption: City:
14 mpg, Fuel Consumption: 
Highway: 19 mpg, Remote, 
digital keypad power door 
locks, Power window...
2003 Chevrolet Impala
Ronkonkoma, NY Remote 
power door locks, Power 
windows, Front Ventilated 
disc brakes, Passenger Airbag, 
Audio system security, Cassette
$5,995 136,000 N/A miles

2003 JEEP LIBERTY
Ronkonkoma, NY
Fuel Consumption: City:
20 mpg, Fuel Consumption: 
Highway: 24 mpg, Front 
Ventilated disc brakes
4,995 168,155 N/A miles

WHO SAYS CARS AND 
PEOPLE DON’T MIX?

 
Guest editorial by Sherman Rogers, executive director of 
Ronkonkoma Parks &Rides

A century ago, the streets belonged to people — and to 
horses, carts, and cars. Cars only claimed the streets after their 
unprecedented combination of speed and size produced horrific 
accidents, scaring pedestrians onto the sidewalks. It’s time to tame 
the car and give the streets back to people — or better yet, share 
them. (read more...)

AUTOMOBILES

THE CAR OF THE 
FUTURE ROLLS 
INTO ISLIP

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Islip once 
bet its future on the car, back 
when New Yorkers couldn’t flee 
the city for the suburbs fast 
enough. Today, the township is 
doubling down on that bet, but 
the car in question looks less 
like a Toyota and more like a 
golf cart designed by Apple 
and with brains from Google.

The Ronkonkoma Parks & Rides 
Association has purchased five 
hundred Nissan “neighborhood 
electric vehicles,” or NEVs. The 
carts don’t require passengers 
to keep a foot on the brake or 
their hands on the wheel.  
(read more...)

Artisinal 
Market

Sunday
Mornings
on the fields

CINEMA

PUB

DINNER & MOVIE

$30 SPECIAL!

ENTERTAINMENT

BALAEDAS VS. THE BURRITO

Is there any end to what can be done with a simple wheat flour 
tortilla and refried beans? Los Angeles’ food trucks may have 
perfected the taco while Tex-Mex was busy conquering fast-casual 
menus everywhere, but New York has never claimed a tortilla 
specialty of its own. That may be about to change with the balaeda, 
Honduras’ answer to the burrito.  (read more...)

LIE Film 
Festival 
Celebrates 
Anniversary 
with Long 
Island Theme

JANUARY 16, 2031 —Hal 
Hartley is back for the 
5th annual Long Island 
Expressway Film Festival, 
and this time he’s bringing 
almost the entire cast of his 
movies with him. The festival 
is celebrating its anniversary 
with a complete retrospective 
of the Long Island native’s 
films, inspiring many of his 
actors and collaborators.
(read more...)

WHERE THE 
FORKS MEET 
YOUR FORK

Restaurant review by Oscar 
Firshein

Is there any end to what can 
be done with a simple wheat 
flour tortilla and refried 
beans? Los Angeles’ food 
trucks may have perfected 
the taco while Tex-Mex was 
busy conquering fast-casual 
menus everywhere, but New 
York has never claimed a 
tortilla specialty of its own. 
That may be about to change 
with the balaeda, Honduras’ 
answer to the burrito.   
(read more...)

BUILD A 
BETTER BURB
 
 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — What 
if you were to combine 
the physical footprints of 
Times Square, Coney Island, 
Rockefeller Center, Lincoln 
Center, and Chelsea Piers? 
The answer is Ronkonkoma 
Parks & Rides — but only if 
you threw in another Chelsea 
Market. 
(read more...)

PERSONAL 
TRAINER

323. 545. 8719

WHERE PARKING  
MEETS  PARK AVENUE 

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Jabari Wiggins couldn’t decide if this was the loveliest parking garage he’d ever 
seen, or the strangest train station. “I can park, walk ten feet to a coffee shop, and bump into one of 
my neighbors along the way to the train,” he said on a recent morning. “But it’s weird that the garage is 
also a gym.”

Planes, 
Trains, and 
Trip Chains

 
JANUARY 16, 2031 — Kathy 
Holmes used to spend two 
homm a day racing from 
home, to daycare, to the gym, 
and to work each morning 
when she lived in the suburbs 
of northern Virginia. Although 
“racing” doesn’t describe the 
two hours she spent daily 
stuck in traffic. Holmes used 
to spend two homm a day 
racing from home, to daycare, 
to the gym, and to work each 
morning when she lived in the 
suburbs of northern Virginia. 
Although “racing” doesn’t 
(read more...)

COMICS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THANK YOU FROM FLORIDA

When my son-in-law booked me 
from Miami to MacArthur-Islip for 
my annual visit to see my daughter 
and grandchildren at their summer 
house in Remsenburg, I immediate-
ly objected, remembering the last 
time I flew that route many years 
ago: inconvenient flight times, and 
the sense upon arrival of having 
been stranded in some deserted 
land. Imagine my surprise when a 
view out my window to the Empire 
State (lying down!) as we were 
landing welcomed me back to New 
York—followed in quick succession 
by my grand kids, who actually 
urged my daughter to leave early 
to pick up Grandma, so they could 
get in some fun beforehand at 
the park facility adjacent to the 
new terminal. Having just arrived, 
I thought we would never leave! 
Thank you Suffolk County, from 
the GIFs (grandmothers in Florida) 
everywhere…...

Nettie Silverstein
Sept 6, 2030

WIMBY (WELCOME TO MY BACKYARD)

As a longtime resident of Ronkon-
koma, I objected early and often 
to this project when it was first 
proposed—that it would prove a 
boondoggle of public overreach 
that would cost taxpayers millions, 
and bring in a host of negative 
impacts to our sleepy hamlet. It did 
neither. In fact quite the opposite: 
Suffolk County tax revenues have 
benefitted to the tune of $274 
million since RP&R opened 12 years 
ago, and perhaps most importantly, 
it is a reliable source of jobs for 
any local, including my son, who 
is looking for one. It is no coinci-
dence that real estate values have 
climbed here more than 10% over 
that same period of time, versus 
the mean rise of only 8% in eastern 
Long Island overall. I’ve gone from 
being worried about being taken 
for a ride to enjoying the ride!

Frank Schab

January 16, 2031

NEW LETTER TO COME 

As a longtime resident of Ronkon-
koma, I objected early and often 
to this project when it was first 
proposed—that it would prove a 
boondoggle of public overreach 
that would cost taxpayers millions, 
and bring in a host of negative 
impacts to our sleepy hamlet. It did 
neither. In fact quite the opposite: 
Suffolk County tax revenues have 
benefitted to the tune of $274 
million since RP&R opened 12 years 
ago, and perhaps most importantly, 
it is a reliable source of jobs for 
any local, including my son, who 
is looking for one. It is no coinci-
dence that real estate values have 
climbed here more than 10% over 
that same period of time, versus 
the mean rise of only 8% in eastern 
Long Island overall. I’ve gone from 
being worried about being taken 
for a ride to enjoying the ride!

Frank Schab

January 16, 2031

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
For more information about 
Ronkonkoma Parks and Rides, 
please email us at  
info@rsaud.com 

Please send us feedback on  
your visit! 

IT’S ABOUT  
(FLEX) TIME

JANUARY 16, 2031 — Parking is a 
necessary evil in communities like 
Islip and much of Long Island. But 
how evil does it have to be? That’s 
what Yusuf Zia thought when he 
took the job as Ronkonkoma Parks 
& Rides’ parking czar in 1983.

At the time, a parking space was 
considered the same as any other 
space, regardless of the time of 
day. “But I figured we could free 
up acres of space if we could just 
convince people to use the right 
spaces at the right time,” he said. 
At 9 o’clock Monday morning, for 
example, the entire parking facility 
is at or near capacity, filled with 
the cars of those commuting in to 
the city on LIRR.   (read more...)


